
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    

February 12, 2014                                 

 
THE AMERICAN BLACK FILM FESTIVAL (ABFF) 

IS CALLING ACTORS & ACTRESSES TO ENTER THE STAR POJECT  
SPONSORED BY NBCUNIVERSAL 

 

NEW YORK – Today, Film Life., Inc. announced that the 6th annual Star Project is now open and 

accepting submissions. Sponsored by NBCUniversal, the competition is designed to discover 

outstanding talent and help present them with exciting new career opportunities. Six finalists will 

be selected by jury process, and flown to New York City for the 18th annual ABFF, June 19-22, 

2014, where they will compete for a unique chance to audition for a walk on role on NBC’s award 

winning daytime drama, “Days of Our Lives.”  

“We are proud to partner with ABFF in providing support for emerging multicultural film and 

television talent” said Karen Horne, Vice President, Programming Talent Development and 

Inclusion, NBCUniversal. “The Star Project is an important way that NBCUniversal is able to 

further its commitment to finding and nurturing the next generation of culturally diverse talent in 

front of and behind the camera.” 

Star Project entrants are required to submit two videotaped monologues: one of their choice, and 

one issued by NBCUniversal and the ABFF, by no later than March 17, 2014. Three male and 

three female actors will be selected from the year’s entries and two grand prize winners (one actor 

and one actress) will be introduced to the industry during the festival’s closing awards ceremony, 

“ABFF Honors.” Grand prizes winners will have the opportunity to meet with casting directors for 

film and television at NBCUniversal in Los Angeles, and one of the two will be granted the walk-

on role on NBC’s “Days of our Lives.”   

“In eighteen years of the festival, I have found very few companies as committed to diversity as 

NBCUniversal. I’m delighted that they see the necessity in helping multicultural actors gain 

visibility and am grateful for the opportunities that they are able to provide them,” said ABFF 

founder and CEO of Film Life, Inc., Jeff Friday.  

Jeff Friday, Among the Star Project’s most notable winners is actress Emayatzy Corinealdi, who 

has since received a Gotham Award for Breakout Role in Middle of Nowhere and was recently 

featured in Abercrombie & Fitch’s “Rising Star” advertising campaign, as well as a short film series 

for Italian fashion house Prada’s Miu Miu line (2013). 

For the Star Project’s official rules and submission form, please visit 

http://www.abff.com/#!submit-talent-star/cdly  

ABOUT THE AMERICAN BLACK FILM FESTIVAL 

The ABFF (American Black Film Festival) is a four-day event dedicated to showcasing quality 

films by and about people of African descent. Committed to the belief that Black content  
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creators and artists deserve the same opportunities as their mainstream counterparts, ABFF 

founder Jeff Friday conceived the festival in 1997 as a vehicle to promote diversity in the film and 

television industry. Today it serves as the preeminent pipeline to new Black talent in front of and 

behind the camera, and is regarded as one of the leading film festivals in the world. Festival 

passes and tickets are on sale now. For more information visit www.abff.com   

The ABFF is presented by Film Life, Inc., a multifaceted entertainment company headquartered 

in New York City. 2014 sponsors to date include: HBO (Founding and Premier), Cadillac 

(Premier), American Airlines (Signature), NBCUniversal (Official) and Nielsen (Supporting), as 

well as media partners Black Enterprise (Premier), Upscale and Uptown. The festival’s 2014 

celebrity ambassador is actor Morris Chestnut (The Best Man Holiday, Nurse Jackie).  

For media inquiries, contact: 

Melanie Sharee at 646-922-8129, ext. 24 or melanie@thefilmlife.com 

Nate Kirtman, Senior Vice President, Corporate PR, NBC Entertainment, 818-777-3111, 

nate.kirtman@nbcuni.com  

Follow us: 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/abff 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/American-Black-Film-Festival/47321635722 

Instagram: www.Instagram.com/AmericanBlackFilmFestival 
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